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UNCLAS VIENNA 07046 

FAS FOR GRAIN & FEED/NOVOTNY FROM AGATTACHE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAGR,EPAP,ETRD,CZ 

SUBJ: CZECHOSLOVAK GRAIN IMPORT NEEDS 1978/79 

1 . AGATTACHE AND NEW ECON/COMM OFF MET CHALUPA AND HOLUB 
OF KOOSPOL (FTO) AUGUST 3RD TO DISCUSS CZECHOSLOVAKIA'S 
GRAIN SITUATION AND IMPORT NEEDS. FOLLOWING ARE MAJOR 
POINTS MADE BY KOOSPOL OFFICIALS: 

- (A) CZECHOSLOVAKIA IMPORTED 375,000 TONS OF US CORN 
DURING FIRST HALF OF 1978, BRINGING TOTAL IMPORTS OF 
CORN, THUS FAR, TO ABOUT 500,000 TONS. THEY DO NOT 
ANTICIPATE ADDITIONAL PURCHASES UNTIL MORE IS KNOWN ABOUT 
THE CURRENT CZECHOSLOVAK GRAIN HARVEST. 

- (B) KOOSPOL OFFICIALS EXPECT TO IMPORT AGAIN ABOUT 
500,000 TONS OF CORN DURING 1978/79 SEASON. THIS TONNAGE 
MAY BE HIGHER IF DOMESTIC CORN CROP FAILS TO MEET THE 
TARGETED .8 TO 1.0 MILLION TONS. 

- (C) THE IMPORTANCE OF HUNGARY AS A POTENTIAL SUPPLIER 
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OF CORN DURING COMING SEASON MAY DIMINISH SINCE CORN 
ACREAGE THIS YEAR IN THAT COUNTRY IS SMALLER THAN THAT 
OF 1977. THIS MEANS CZECHOSLOVAKIA MAY BE TURNING AGAIN 
TO THE WEST FOR MAJOR PORTION OF ITS CORN NEEDS. 

- (D) WHILE DISCUSSING HARVEST PROSPECTS FOR 1978, 

KOOSPOL OFFICIALS EMPHASIZED THAT IT IS TOO EARLY TO 
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JUDGE OUTCOME SINCE GOOD WEATHER, FOR EXAMPLE, DURING 
COMING WEEKS COULD IMPROVE SUBSTANTIALLY HARVEST CONDI- 
TIONS. THEY WERE SURE, HOWEVER, THAT THE 1978 GRAIN CROP 
WOULD SURPASS THE TEN MILLION TONS EVEN IF THE CORN CROP 
REMAINS SOMEWHAT BELOW EXPECTATIONS. 

-(E) IF GOOD WEATHER, WHICH PREVAILED DURING THE LAST TEN 
DAYS IN JULY, CONTINUES FOR THE NEXT TWO TO THREE WEEKS, 

THIS MAY ADD BETWEEN 100 TO 200 KG. TO THE YIELDS PER 
HECTARE. 

2. COMMENT: THE GROWING DEMAND FOR MEAT IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
CONTINUES TO REQUIRE INCREASED QUANTITIES OF GRAIN (AS 
WELL AS PROTEIN FEEDS). THE MODERATELY INCREASED DOMESTIC 
PRODUCTION OF GRAIN BARELY COVERS ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
FOR GRAIN BY LIVESTOCK SECTOR. MEAT CONSUMPTION PER 
CAPITA IN 1978 WILL REACH 84 KG., AND ANOTHER 1.5 KG. IN- 
CREASE IS ANTICIPATED IN 1979. 

3. CORN PRODUCTION, AS REPORTED EARLIER, IS LIKELY TO RE- 
MAIN AT .8 MILLION TONS OR BELOW EVEN IF FAVORABLE 
WEATHER CONTINUES. FORTHIS REASON, CORN IMPORT REQUIRE- 
MENTS FOR 1978/1979 SHOULD BE SOMEWHAT HIGHER THAN EXPECTED 
EARLIER. 

4. THE IMPACT OF GOOD WEATHER, WHICH MAY ADD BETWEEN 100 
TO 200 KG. TO YIELDS PER HECTARE, IS TRANSLATED TO BETWEEN 
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250,000 TO 550,000 TONS EXTRA GRAIN. UNDER MOST FAVORABLE 
CONDITIONS, THEREFORE, TOTAL GRAIN HARVEST MAY APPROACH 
10.8 MILLION TONS IN 1978. WOLF 
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